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Head teacher

Mrs. Melanie Austin 
15th April 2016
Summer 2016: Newsletter  No. 1
Dear Parents and Carers,
It’s wonderful to be back at school at last! Thank you for all your good wishes. I’ll be working partially at school and partially from home for the first week or two but hope to back to full capacity very soon. Many thanks to Mrs Collings and the team for doing such a great job during my absence.  The Summer term has got off to a great start, with everybody looking refreshed after the Easter holiday. Welcome to Mrs Bassingdale who has joined us as a teaching assistant in the Reception class. Mrs King is hoping to return as soon as possible, initially on a part time basis, subject to medical approval. 

Assessment
The “buzz” of learning may become a little more intense this term, with a range of statutory and routine ongoing assessments taking place. Year 2 will be assessed using the new interim SATs in Reading, Writing, SPAG (spelling, punctuation and grammar) and Maths. Results of these as well as attainment in Science must be submitted to the Department for Education, who will analyse the data and then decide how assessment will be carried out next year!  We are proud of our hardworking and motivated Year 2 team of staff and children, who are taking all the changes and challenges in their stride. Other statutory assessments are EYFS (end of 1st year in school) and Year 1 Phonics screening. We also carry out a range of other assessments across the school to monitor our children’s progress and ensure that we are supporting their learning and development in the best possible way. We believe that learning should be fun and childhood should be a joyous time so we strive to make the whole experience as positive and stress- free as possible. 

Hooke Court

Next week Year 4 have the excitement of their residential trip to Hooke Court; it’s a wonderful part of their life at Broadmayne and we really see the children flourish and develop their independence. The trip also enables them to make new friends and mix with some of the children they will be joining at middle school. There is the added bonus of seeing Mr Oxlee in one of his other roles as a tutor at Hooke Court!
Family SEAL

Unfortunately this will now be postponed until the Autumn term, as we do not have enough numbers to run a second group this term. 

Class news
All classes have enjoyed visiting Year 3’s Roman museum this week and finding out how knowledgeable our exhibitors are about this era of history. Some excellent and imaginative models of Roman buildings have been created and displayed proudly around the classroom. Yr 1 are loving their new Dinosaur topic and tackling dinosaur- based Maths and English tasks with great gusto. The mysterious giant eggs are being lovingly nurtured in the incubator! Watch this space for news of a possible forthcoming trip…… Reception class continue to enjoy donning their wellies for weekly Forest schools in the woods- fingers crossed for dry weather.
Clubs/Music lessons
All music lessons and clubs have started this week and I am hoping to re-start Singing club next week. Action Van continues on a Wednesday at 3.20-4.20. Jenny has informed us that due to lower numbers she will not be running dance club this term but will look to possibly starting up again in the Autumn. 
More information about sporting clubs/ events will follow soon.
Attendance
Please could everyone try to get to school before the doors close at 8.55? The children who consistently miss the first part of the day’s teaching and learning can struggle to catch up with everyone else. We appreciate the number of families who travel long distances to get here with the associated parking difficulties but we do notice that children usually seem much happier and more confident when they get to school on time. DASP schools share a common Attendance policy, which has been updated, so we’ll be sending this out soon. 
Happy Birthday!

We are hoping to celebrate the Queen’s 90th birthday on 21st April in style, with a tea party- we’ll go ahead come rain or shine so it will take place in the Secret Garden if fine or the hall if wet. FABs have kindly agreed to help decorate the area with bunting etc.  If anyone would like to bring cakes that would be greatly appreciated.  Unfortunately we don’t think Her Majesty is able to attend in person but we haven’t given up hope yet! If children would like to dress up on the day they are welcome to, as long as they have footwear etc suitable for the weather.
Year 4 Music for All
There has been much excitement today with the delivery of 32 brass instruments ready for a term’s whole class free instrumental tuition, funded largely by central government and the teacher is joining in too! Parents will be invited to a brief performance later in the term.

FABs

Our thanks to the FABs for providing such a fun-filled Easter egg hunt on the last day of term, greatly enjoyed by all. The next FABs event is the Fabulous Indulgence evening on May 6th- details coming out separately.  

Please find below some dates for your diary- others will be added when we have confirmation.
Yours sincerely
Summer term diary dates
	April
	

	Mon 18th-Wed 20th
	Yr 4 to Hooke Court

	Tues 26th
	The Hut (Science Bug day)

	Fri 29th/ Fri 6th May
	Governors’ Finance Committee (tbc)

	Fri 29th
	Yr 4 to Fossil Festival

	May
	

	Mon 2nd
	Bank holiday- school closed

	Fri 6th
	Fabs’ Indulgence evening

	Mon 9th
	Yr 4 to Charmouth for fossil hunting

	Thurs 12th @ 3.30
	Governors’ curriculum committee

	Mon 16th
	Yr 4 to St Mary’s for Science and Mapwork

	Tues 17th @ 6pm
	Full Governing Body

	Mon 23rd
	Class photographs

	Fri 27th
	Reception class assembly

	Mon 30th- Fri 2nd June
	Half term

	June
	

	Mon 6th
	2nd half of Summer term starts

	Fri 10th
	Yr 4 transfer morning to St Mary’s 

	Sat 18th
	WW2 Broadmayne Village event

	Week beginning Mon 20th
	DASP Literacy festival

	Mon 20th
	Book Fair

	Mon 20th, Tues 21st
	Parent consultations Yr 1, Yr 3, Yr 4

Open afternoon Yr R, Yr 2

	Mon 27th pm
	Potted sports (reserve Wed 29th)

	July
	

	Tues 5th pm
	Traditional sports day (reserve Wed 6th)

	Thurs 7th
	DASP transfer day (visit new classes/schools)

	Tues 12th
	DASP Citizenship ceremony

	Mon 18th @ 2.15
	Yr 4 leavers’ assembly

	Tues 19th
	Last day of Summer term
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